Beach film
festival
scores
$25,000

THE Mission Beach
Film Festival has re-
ceived a boost from the
State Government in
the latest roll out of
funding for regional
eyents,

Organisers will re-
ceive $25,000 to host the

- event.

Premier Anna Bligh
recently announced
more than $1.4 million
in funding for 80 events
across the state, as part
of Round 18 of the
Queensland Events Re-
gional Development
Program.

This year's festival, to
be held in September,
follows on from the sue-
cess of the inaugural
event in November last
year.

The 14 film secreen-
ings attracted mare

than 1000,

Festival steering com=

mittee member Melisga
Thurgood said they
would not be able to
hold the event without
the monetary support.

Ms Thurgood said the
committee had also re-
ceived a grant from the
program to hold the first
event, with this vears
festival gaining an ad-
ditional $5000 in fund-
ing.

“It became clear tn
Queensland Events that
the first festival did ex-
ceptionally well from
the response from the
public, community and
local business and the
number of attend-
ances," Ms Thurgood
said.

However, she gaid the
festival still relied on
additional sponsorship
from local husinesses,

Ms Thurgood said the
festival would again fo-
cus on sustainahility
and include a variety of
workshops: and  activi-
ties, such as guest
speakers, an expanded
children’s program and
a short film competit-
10n.
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